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Community Report on Bowman Foster Ashe K-8 Academy 

A Traditional Parent’s Perspective on School Policies and Environment 

 

Summary and Overall Rating 

Bowman Foster Ashe K-8 Academy is a Title I public K–8 school in Southwest Miami serving 
students from pre-kindergarten through eighth grade. It maintains strong academic 
performance with an “A” rating and offers extensive programs for early learners through middle 
school. Despite its academic strengths, the school operates under Miami Dade County Public 
Schools, which enforces policies affirming gender identity and LGBTQ inclusion from the earliest 
grades. 

From a traditional or faith-based perspective, the school receives a 3.5 out of 10 rating for 
alignment with conservative educational values. The school culture is academically rigorous and 
structured, yet district-wide mandates significantly influence its policy environment. 

 

School Information 

Name 
Bowman Foster Ashe K-8 Academy 

Address 
6601 SW 152nd Avenue, Miami, FL 33193 

Grades 
PreK to 8 

District 
Miami Dade County Public Schools 

 

1. General Overview 

The academy serves approximately 900+ students across primary and middle school levels with 
a student-to-teacher ratio of around 16 to 1. It operates on two campuses, Lower Academy 
(PreK to Grade 5) and Upper Academy (Grades 6–8). The school focuses on providing a 
continuous K–8 setting with structured academic progression. 

2. Academic Standing 

The school holds an “A” rating and is ranked above average compared to other K–8 schools in 
Florida. It provides a Gifted and Talented program, strong core instruction, and support services 
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across grade levels. State proficiency rates are consistently above district averages in both 
reading and math. 

3. Student Demographics 

The student population is approximately 99 percent minority, primarily Hispanic, and over 77 
percent qualify for free or reduced-price lunch. The school also supports special education and 
English learner programs, serving a high-need and economically diverse community. 

4. Facilities and Programs 

Bowman Foster Ashe features modern classroom spaces, a library, and shared resources across 
campuses. It offers preschool programs, Gifted and Talented services, arts, STEM, and 
enrichment clubs. The school also partners with CHI for an on-site health clinic and provides 
support interventions based on student data. 

5. Values and Cultural Environment 

District Policies on Gender Identity and LGBTQ Inclusion 

Miami Dade County Public Schools protects students based on gender identity and sexual 
orientation under anti-discrimination and anti-bullying policies. Staff are expected to respect 
students’ preferred names and pronouns at all grade levels. The district’s SAFE Network 
promotes LGBTQ affirmative environments from PreK onward. Traditional families may feel 
these requirements introduce identity topics too early and may conflict with their values. 

School-Level Practice 

Bowman Foster Ashe does not show evidence of controversy or activism on LGBTQ matters. The 
school complies with all district policies including staff training. While no formal conflicts have 
surfaced, parents may want to meet with administrators to understand how identity-related 
policies are applied day-to-day. 

6. Recent Negative Incidents or Controversies 

No public reports or news articles were found regarding bullying controversies, LGBTQ-related 
issues, disciplinary concerns, or negative incidents specific to Bowman Foster Ashe K-8 Academy 
in recent years. The school appears to maintain a calm and controversy-free record on public-
facing matters. 

7. School Board and Political Climate 

In 2022, the Miami Dade School Board rejected recognition of LGBTQ History Month in high 
schools and opposed including LGBTQ civil rights topics in upper-grade curricula. Despite that, 
inclusion policies continue at K–8 levels. The school remains within this district-wide framework, 
reflecting local progressive policy even amid political opposition. 
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8. Parent Concerns 

Families with traditional or conservative values may note: 

• Early exposure to gender identity affirmation in elementary grades 
• Privacy policies that may allow identity expression without parental involvement 
• Educational focus extending beyond core academics to social identity themes 

Although Bowman Foster Ashe shows no activism or controversy, its compliance with inclusive 
policies may not align with some family expectations. 

9. Conclusion 

Bowman Foster Ashe K-8 Academy delivers high academic performance, continuous K–8 
education, and strong support structures for diverse learners. Its campus is well-resourced, and 
the atmosphere is focused and safe. 

However, families who prioritize traditional values should be aware of district-level identity 
inclusion mandates that apply to all grades. Parents are encouraged to connect with school 
leaders to gain clarity about how these policies are implemented and to ensure the school 
environment aligns with their beliefs. 

 

Overall Rating 3.5 out of 10 

Rating Breakdown 

Policy Environment 2 out of 10 
District enforces inclusive policies affirming gender and identity from early grades 

School-Level Practice 5 out of 10 
School remains academically focused and controversy-free but complies fully with district policy 

Classroom Exposure 4 out of 10 
No structured LGBTQ curriculum at early grades though identity support may appear informally 

Community and Cultural Tone 6 out of 10 
Structured, supportive, and academically driven environment with district influence 

 

Final Summary for Parents 

Bowman Foster Ashe K-8 Academy provides strong academics and a stable K–8 setting. It 
remains subject to district policies promoting early gender identity inclusion. Conservative 
families should proactively verify school practices, speak with leadership, and decide if the 
school aligns with their values. 


