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Summary and Overall Rating

Carol City Elementary School is a Title | public elementary school in Miami Gardens, serving
PreK through grade 5. The school offers standard academic services and enrichment programs
in a stable learning environment. It operates under Miami-Dade County Public Schools, which
mandates gender identity affirmation and LGBTQ inclusive policies beginning in early grades.

From a traditional or faith-based perspective, the school receives a 3.5 out of 10 rating for
alignment with conservative educational values. The campus culture is generally calm and
orderly, but district-wide identity mandates are prominent. No specific LGBTQ-related
controversies or major safety incidents were found during research, though the broader district
has faced significant political attention in recent years.

Continue reading for a full breakdown of this rating.

1. General Overview

Carol City Elementary serves approximately 400—600 students, with a student-to-teacher ratio
around 16 to 1. Facilities include standard classrooms, media center, playgrounds, and
before/after-school care. The school emphasizes attendance, parent engagement, and
community connection.

2. Academic Standing

The school maintains average academic performance, typical for Title | schools in the district. It
provides Gifted & Talented services, standard core instruction, and basic enrichment
programming. State proficiency scores fall near district norms, with room for improvement.

3. Student Demographics

The student body reflects the Miami Gardens community: predominantly Black and Hispanic,
with approximately 70—80% qualifying for free or reduced-price lunch. This demographic
indicates significant economic diversity and associated challenges.

4. Facilities and Programs

On-campus offerings include preschool, special education, Gifted & Talented, after-school
programs, arts or STEM activities. The school follows district health and safety protocols and
hosts family engagement events.



5. Values and Cultural Environment
District Policies on Gender Identity and LGBTQ Inclusion

The district includes gender identity and sexual orientation in anti-discrimination and anti-
bullying policies. Staff are expected to use students’ preferred names and pronouns from PreK
onward. The SAFE Network ensures staff participate in LGBTQ-affirming training. Traditional
parents may view these policies as unsuitable for early grades and may raise concerns regarding
family authority.

School-Level Practice

There are no records of LGBTQ activism or controversies at Carol City Elementary. The school
adheres to district mandates, with staff likely trained accordingly. Parents seeking more
information may consider meeting with administrators for clarity.

6. Recent Negative Incidents or Controversies

No negative incidents specific to Carol City Elementary were found. There were no reports of
safety incidents, staff misconduct, or community backlash related to the school. While Miami
Gardens district schools have dealt with broader safety and political challenges, Carol City
Elementary has remained free of public controversy.

7. School Board and Political Climate

In 2022, the Miami-Dade School Board voted against recognizing LGBTQ History Month and
excluding LGBTQ civil rights topics from high school curriculum. Carol City Elementary remains
subject to district-level inclusion policies. This dynamic reflects the ongoing tension between
conservative regional politics and the district’s progressive agenda.

8. Parent Concerns
Parents with traditional or faith-based values may note these points:

e Early implementation of gender identity and pronoun use

* Potential lack of parental awareness when identity preferences are requested

e A shift in focus from core academics to identity-related policies

* Absence of major incidents does not guarantee alignment with conservative expectations

9. Conclusion

Carol City Elementary provides a standard academic environment suited to community needs. It
is guided by district policies promoting gender affirmation and inclusion from early grades.
While the school has no recorded controversies or safety issues, families seeking a more
traditional setting should investigate implementation of identity-related protocols and assess
alignment with their personal values.



Overall Rating 3.5 out of 10
Rating Breakdown

Policy Environment 2 out of 10
The district enforces progressive identity-affirming policies beginning in early grades

School-Level Practice 5 out of 10
The school follows district expectations with no known controversies or activism

Classroom Exposure 4 out of 10
There is no formal LGBTQ curriculum, but identity-affirming practices may be present indirectly

Community and Cultural Tone 6 out of 10
The school maintains a respectful, community-driven atmosphere, though guided by district-
wide mandates

Final Summary for Parents

Carol City Elementary offers a calm and standard educational environment. It is influenced by
district policies promoting early LGBTQ inclusion, even though no specific controversies have
emerged. Traditional families may wish to meet with school leadership to understand how
identity policies are implemented and whether the school aligns with their values.



