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Community Report on Coral Park Elementary School 

A Traditional Parent’s Perspective on School Policies and Environment 

 

Summary and Overall Rating 

Coral Park Elementary serves PreK through fifth grade in Westchester, Miami. The school 
achieves strong academic outcomes with approximately 69 percent proficiency in math and 
71 percent in reading. It typically earns an 8 out of 10 rating from review platforms and ranks 
among the top elementary schools in the region. 

However, recent concerns have emerged, including complaints about cafeteria staff behavior 
and limits on therapy access for special-needs students. The school follows district-wide policies 
on gender identity and LGBTQ inclusion, requiring staff to respect student pronouns without an 
opt-out option. 

From a traditional or faith-based perspective, Coral Park Elementary receives a 3.5 out of 10 
rating for overall alignment with conservative educational values. The academic foundation is 
strong, but issues around emotional safety, supervision, and ideological policies may be areas of 
concern. 

 

School Contact Information 

School Name 
Coral Park Elementary School 

Address 
1225 SW 97th Avenue 
Miami FL 33174 

Phone 
(305) 221 5632 

Grades 
PreK to 5 

District 
Miami Dade County Public Schools 

 

1. Academic Standing & Programs 
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Coral Park is academically strong with above-average proficiency rates in core subjects. The 
school is consistently recognized for achievement and offers: 

• Gifted and Talented classes 

• Enrichment through music, arts, and STEM labs 

• Dedicated reading intervention programs 

• After-school clubs including robotics and multilingual support 

These programs support both high-achieving students and those needing academic 
reinforcement. 

2. Student Community & Support Services 

With around 890 students and a student-teacher ratio of approximately 16 to 1, the student 
body is predominantly Hispanic, with about half qualifying for free or reduced-price lunch. The 
school offers: 

• English language learning support 

• Special education services and behavior specialists 

• Guidance counselor access 

• School climate surveys to identify student emotional and social well-being 

The PTA hosts workshops for parents on topics such as cyber safety, reading strategies, and 
mental health resources. 

3. Facilities & Learning Environment 

The campus is equipped with: 

• Standard and STEAM-enhanced classrooms 

• A well-stocked library and media center 

• After-school care and enrichment programs 

• Regular parent engagement through science fairs, family reading nights, and PTA-hosted 
events 

Outdoor play areas are maintained, and regular safety drills are conducted. 

4. Values & Cultural Environment 

Coral Park follows district policies that require staff to honor students’ preferred names and 
pronouns without a parent opt-out. Staff receive training in LGBTQ affirming practices. While 
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the school does not promote activism or identity-focused campaigns, the use of preferred 
pronouns and inclusive language is present. 

5. Recent Concerns or Incidents 

Several issues have been reported by parents, including: 

• A cafeteria monitor was removed following complaints of verbal or emotional 
mistreatment reported by students 

• Parents of special-needs students have experienced restrictions in accessing therapy and 
related services 

• Concerns have been raised about grievance filing and how responsive the school’s 
administration is to parental feedback 

School leadership has responded with staff retraining, updated supervision policies, and more 
open communication with families. 

6. Political Context & Policies 

In 2022, the district board voted against recognizing LGBTQ History Month in high schools, but 
elementary schools like Coral Park remain under district-wide policies that require staff to 
respect gender identity and orientation. Parent involvement and school board culture may 
influence how these policies are implemented locally. 

7. Parent Concerns 

Families with traditional or faith-based values may wish to consider: 

• Presence of identity-related protocols in early grades without opt-out options 

• Emotional safety and staff supervision due to reported incidents 

• Accessibility of therapy and special support services 

• Desire for clearer communication and stronger channels for raising concerns 

8. Helpful Tips for Parents 

To ensure clarity and alignment with family values, consider: 

• Attending PTA and school climate meetings regularly 

• Scheduling an early- year conference with the principal to understand protocols 

• Asking for the school’s family advocacy or grievances guidelines 

• Joining parent communication groups to stay informed on quick updates 

• Checking safety logs, incident reports, and response protocols 
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These actions can help parents actively participate in shaping a positive school experience. 

 

Final Rating: 3.5 out of 10 

• Policy Environment – 2 / 10 
District enforces gender identity and pronoun policies from PreK onward without 
exceptions 

• School-Level Practice – 4 / 10 
The school implements district mandates and is working to improve supervision and 
communication 

• Classroom Exposure – 4 / 10 
No formal LGBTQ curriculum exists but inclusive language may occur in daily interactions 

• Community and Cultural Tone – 6 / 10 
Strong academics and an involved parent community, though critiques around staff 
behavior and access persist 

 

Final Summary for Parents 

Coral Park Elementary excels academically and offers extensive programs for diverse learners. 
Families with traditional values should be aware of the school’s adherence to district-wide 
identity protocols and recent criticisms concerning staff behavior and therapy accessibility. By 
taking proactive steps such as engaging with administration, attending PTA events, and 
monitoring safety and communication practices, parents can evaluate if the school meets 
academic standards and respects their family values. 

 


