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Community Report on Coral Terrace Elementary School 

A Traditional Parent’s Perspective on School Policies and Environment 

 

Summary and Overall Rating 

Coral Terrace Elementary serves PreK through 5th grade in the Coral Terrace area of Miami. 
Academically, it ranks in the top 30% of Florida elementary schools, with proficiency rates 
around 65–69% in math and 60–64% in reading. It offers a Gifted & Talented program and 
shows significant improvement trends. 

However, the school faces concerns related to absenteeism, below-district literacy scores in 
early grades, and parent complaints about staff and communication. The district mandates 
LGBTQ inclusion and pronoun policies from early grades without opt-out provisions. 

From a traditional or faith-based vantage point, Coral Terrace Elementary earns a 3.5 out of 10, 
reflecting strong academics but tempered by demographic needs, policy concerns, and 
community feedback. 

 

School Contact Information 

School Name 
Coral Terrace Elementary School 

Address 
6801 SW 24th Street 
Miami FL 33155 

Phone 
(305) 262 8300 

Grades 
PreK to 5 

District 
Miami Dade County Public Schools 

1. Academic Standing & Student Body 

• Serves about 475 students with a 16 to 1 student–teacher ratio. 

• Ranked in the top 30% of Florida elementary schools based on test scores. 

• Math proficiency around 67%; reading proficiency about 62%. 
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• Noted improvements over recent years, particularly in literacy and numeracy. 

2. Programs & Support Services 

The school offers Gifted & Talented classes and standard instructional tracks. Support services 
include: 

• English Language Learner assistance 

• Special education interventions 

• Reading labs and academic booster sessions 

While enrichment beyond the basics is limited, key supports help students stay on track. 

3. Community & Facilities 

The campus features typical classrooms, a library, and outdoor areas. The PTA hosts occasional 
parent events, though reviews suggest fewer opportunities for extensive parental engagement. 
A School Climate Survey is conducted annually, indicating openness to feedback. 

4. Policy & Cultural Environment 

District policy requires respect for student-chosen names and pronouns from early grades with 
no opt-out. While no formal LGBTQ programs appear on campus, inclusive language and 
identity support may occur in informal settings. 

Traditional parents may want clarification on how such policies function in classrooms and 
whether family preferences are respected. 

5. Recent Concerns & Incidents 

Notable challenges reported by parents include: 

• Rising chronic absenteeism (from low 20s to low 30s percent in recent years). 

• Third-grade reading proficiency around 43%, below district and state averages. 

• Parent reviews mention rude or disengaged teachers. 

• Complaints about inconsistent communication and insufficient supervision, particularly 
during arrival and dismissal. 

These issues suggest needs in academic support, staff engagement, and operations. 

6. District Context & Board Climate 

Although the Miami-Dade School Board blocked LGBTQ History Month and civil rights content in 
high school, elementary schools like Coral Terrace remain under inclusive mandates. Parents 
may wish to stay informed of policy updates and school-level implementation. 
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7. Parent Concerns & Recommended Actions 

Parents with conservative or faith-based values may consider: 

• How identity policies affect children in PreK–5 classrooms 

• School's efforts to reduce absenteeism and improve early literacy 

• Protocols for handling communications with parents 

• Opportunities to engage via PTA, volunteers, or advisory committees 

Helpful steps: 
Request regular teacher check-ins, attend climate surveys, explore tutoring or early literacy 
programs, review attendance policies, and join parent groups for collective insight. 

 

8. Final Rating: 3.5 out of 10 

• Policy Environment – 2 / 10 
District enforces identity inclusion and pronoun respect from early grades 

• School-Level Practice – 4 / 10 
School maintains district compliance while facing several operational challenges 

• Classroom Exposure – 4 / 10 
No formal LGBTQ curriculum but inclusive policies may influence teacher interactions 

• Community and Cultural Tone – 6 / 10 
Academic quality and improvement are positive, though absenteeism and 
communication issues remain areas for improvement 

 

Final Summary for Parents 

Coral Terrace Elementary stands out academically with strong test results and signs of growth. 
Yet parents should consider rising absentee rates, literacy concerns in early grades, and 
operational issues like staff communication and supervision. Its adherence to district identity 
and inclusion policies may also be an area to discuss with school leadership. 

Traditional or faith-based families seeking academic rigor aligned with their values may wish to: 

1. Attend PTA meetings and meet with staff 

2. Confirm early literacy strategies and communication plans 

3. Explore tutoring and engagement options 
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4. Monitor implementation of district policies in the classroom 

 


