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Summary and Overall Rating

Cutler Ridge Elementary is a public Title One school in Cutler Bay, serving students from PreK
through grade Five. The school enrolled between four hundred and six hundred twenty-five
students, maintaining a student-teacher ratio close to sixteen to one. It earns a B grade overall,
with approximately fifty-seven percent proficiency in math and forty-seven percent in reading.
The school offers Gifted and Talented classes, STEAM opportunities, and standard
extracurriculars.

The school operates under district policies mandating gender identity and LGBTQ inclusion from
the earliest grades without a parental opt-out. From a traditional or faith-based perspective, the
school receives a rating of three point five out of ten. Families may appreciate the strong
academic structure and consistent behavior expectations but could have concerns about
identity-related protocols and communication practices.

School Contact Information

School Name
Cutler Ridge Elementary School

Address
20210 Coral Sea Road
Cutler Bay FL 33189

Phone
(305) 235 4611

Grades
PreK to Five

District
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

1. Academic Standing & Programs
The school performs above average, with:

o Fifty-seven percent of students proficient in math



e Forty-seven percent proficient in reading

e A B-grade academic rating

e Gifted and Talented offerings alongside STEAM instruction

e A summer reading initiative and mental health support programs
These features support both advanced learning and academic reinforcement.
2. Student Community & Support Services

Cutler Ridge serves a diverse student body made up of approximately seventy-three percent
Hispanic, twenty percent Black, and five percent White students. About sixty-eight percent
qualify for free or reduced-price lunch. The school offers ESL and special education services as
well as reading support through Title One funding.

Mental health resources and counseling are provided through district support.
3. Facilities & School Environment

The campus includes classrooms, a library, media center, STEAM lab, playgrounds, and
after-school care. A uniform policy reinforces discipline and equality. The school has an elected
advisory council (EESAC) that meets monthly to involve parent and community voices.

4. Values & Cultural Environment

District rules require teachers to respect student-chosen names and pronouns, with mandatory
staff training on LGBTQ inclusion. While no formal identity-focused programs are visible,
inclusive language may appear informally.

Helpful tip for parents
Review the school handbook and attend EESAC meetings early in the school year to understand
how identity protocols are communicated and enforced.

5. Discipline & Behavior

Uniforms, consistent rules, and a code of conduct guide student behavior. Infractions are
handled through a range of responses, including conferences, parent notifications, and
administrative action. Staff report that most issues are resolved collaboratively with families.

6. Parent Engagement & Communication

Parents can stay involved through several channels:
e Monthly EESAC meetings
o Workshops offered by the Parent Academy

e Volunteer opportunities in classrooms and events



e Regular updates shared through the school website and social media platforms

Background checks are required for in-person volunteers and clear communication channels are
encouraged between staff and families.

7. Recent Challenges & Improvements

The school has not recently faced major controversies. Improvement plans are reviewed by
administration, and leadership indicates efforts to maintain academic progress and community
trust.

8. District Context & Policies

While the Miami-Dade School Board has opted not to recognize LGBTQ History Month in high
schools, elementary schools like Cutler Ridge remain subject to inclusive policies that shape
staff training and daily practice.

9. Parent Concerns & Recommended Actions
Parents with conservative or faith-based values may want to focus on:
¢ How pronoun and identity policies are applied in the classroom
e Academic progress in reading and math proficiency
e Enforcement of discipline and supervision routines
o Communication regarding homework, events, and any staff concerns
Helpful steps for families
1. Attend monthly EESAC meetings to raise questions and hear updates
2. Contact teachers at the start of the year to set communication preferences
3. Enroll in Parent Academy workshops to understand academic and support programs

4. Volunteer in the school to observe the learning environment firsthand

Final Rating: 3.5 out of 10

¢ Policy Environment — 2
District mandates identity and gender-inclusive practices from PreK without exceptions

e School-Level Practice -5
The school demonstrates strong structure and behavior systems, though academic
support could improve



e Classroom Exposure — 4
No formal LGBTQ instruction for young students yet informal inclusivity may be present

e Community & Cultural Tone—6
Solid academic performance and active parent involvement; room for more visible
academic or behavioral excellence

Final Summary for Parents

Cutler Ridge Elementary provides an academically sound and disciplined environment in a
diverse community. While universal policies on identity may challenge some families, proactive
steps can help build clarity and shared expectations. Engaging with school leaders, volunteering,
and monitoring your child’s academic journey can ensure the school aligns with your family’s
values and priorities.



