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Summary and Overall Rating

Dante B. Fascell Elementary serves students from PreK through fifth grade in Palmetto Bay and
consistently ranks among the top elementary schools in Miami. Proficiency rates are strong at
approximately 85 percent in math and 82 percent in reading. The school offers a Gifted and
Talented program, STEAM integration, and a robust range of extracurricular activities.

The school operates under district policies requiring respect for student pronouns and LGBTQ
inclusion from the earliest grades without parental opt-out. From a traditional or faith-based

perspective the school receives a rating of 3.5 out of 10, balancing strong academic offerings
with concerns about district identity protocols and cultural expectations.

School Contact Information

School Name
Dante B. Fascell Elementary School

Address
8300 SW 152nd Street
Palmetto Bay FL 33157

Phone
(305) 235 1428

Grades
PreKto 5

District
Miami Dade County Public Schools

1. Academic Standing & Programs
Dante B. Fascell Elementary is known for maintaining excellent academic outcomes. It includes:
e Math proficiency around 85 percent and reading proficiency near 82 percent

¢ A minus rating from the state and a top 10 rating on public review platforms



e Gifted and Talented classes, full STEAM curriculum, music, arts, robotics, and school
newspaper club

e Athletic programs and participation in science fairs spelling bees and cultural showcases
These opportunities support strong student engagement and academic growth.
2. Student Community & Support Services

The school serves approximately 835 students with a student teacher ratio of about 17 to 1. The
student population is predominantly Hispanic with a sizable White community presence. About
11 percent of students receive financial assistance. Services include ESL support special
education counseling and academic coaches.

3. Facilities & Learning Environment

Campus amenities include standard classrooms a library a multimedia center STEAM lab
outdoor learning spaces and a garden. The school partners with community organizations for
before and aftercare programs. Regular safety drills and climate assessments are used to
maintain a supportive environment.

4. Values & Policy Environment

District policy mandates staff respect for preferred pronouns and LGBTQ inclusion training
through SAFE Network programs. Though no formal LGBTQ curriculum is promoted at the
elementary level inclusive language may appear in guidance lessons or staff interactions.

Parents may wish to meet with teachers and counselors to clarify how these protocols are
handled and ensure alignment with home values.

5. Parent Engagement & Communication
Dante B. Fascell promotes active parent involvement through:
¢ Monthly advisory council and PTA meetings
e Parent Academy workshops on reading math safety and online resources
e Volunteer opportunities and classroom journeys
e Frequent newsletters and updates via social media and the school website
These channels help families stay informed and engaged.
6. Recent Issues or Challenges

No recent student safety controversies were identified. The school has maintained a high
reputation for organization and responsiveness. Emergency management plans are updated
annually and parent alerts are sent promptly when issues arise.



7. Parent Concerns & Suggested Actions

Families with traditional or religious values may wish to explore:
e How and when pronoun preferences are acknowledged in classrooms
e Academic workload and expectations especially for gifted and advanced learners
¢ Communication protocol when safety or behavior incidents occur

e Opportunities to influence school culture through advisory councils and parent
involvement

Helpful parenting steps include:

1 Attend advisory council sessions to learn school approach and priorities

2 Meet with teachers early in the year to set expectations for communication

3 Volunteer in events or classrooms to experience day-to-day culture

4 Review the family handbook and emergency policies together as a household

Final Rating: 3.5 out of 10

e Policy Environment-2/ 10
District requires gender identity inclusion and pronoun respect from the first grade
onward

¢ School-Level Practice—-5/ 10
School demonstrates strong practices academically and behaviorally while following
district protocols

e Classroom Exposure—4/ 10
Inclusive language may appear casually though no formal LGBTQ curriculum is provided

e Community and Cultural Tone-6 /10
High academic expectations strong parent involvement and respectful learning climate

Final Summary for Parents

Dante B. Fascell Elementary stands out for its strong academics, engagement opportunities and
disciplined yet supportive atmosphere. It operates under district policies that promote early
LGBTQ inclusion and pronoun usage. Parents should consider meeting with staff early, staying
involved in school governance and observing classroom culture to ensure that the school aligns
with family values and priorities.



