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Community Report on Miami Heights Elementary School 

A Traditional Parent’s Perspective on School Policies and Environment 

 

Miami Heights Elementary School serves PreK through Fifth Grade in Miami. The school enrolls 
approximately 400 students with a student teacher ratio of about fifteen to one. Academic 
performance is moderate with around 59 percent proficiency in math and 55 percent in reading. 
From a traditional or faith based perspective the school receives a rating of 4 out of 10, 
reflecting stable academics and a supportive environment, balanced by district identity policies 
that may not align with all families. 

 

School Contact Information 
School Name 
Miami Heights Elementary School 
Address 
9701 SW 16th Street 
Miami FL 33165 
Phone 
305 226 6625 
Grades 
PreK to Fifth Grade 
District 
Miami Dade County Public Schools 

 

1. Student Demographics and Support Services 
• The student population is approximately 95 percent Hispanic and 5 percent from other 
backgrounds 
• About 85 percent of students qualify for free or reduced price lunch 
Support services include English language learning programs, special education, Title I funded 
tutoring in reading and math, and social-emotional support through counseling and coaching 

2. Academic Standing and Programs 
• Math proficiency averages 59 percent and reading is around 55 percent 
• The school offers dual language programming, after school tutoring, and enrichment activities 
such as science fairs and literacy nights 
• Instruction is supported by data driven teaching and instructional coaches 

3. Facilities and Learning Environment 
The campus includes standard classrooms, a media center, outdoor play areas, and designated 
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spaces for intervention programs. Safety procedures are followed for arrival and dismissal. The 
school hosts family engagement events to support academics 

4. Values and Policy Environment 
The district includes gender identity and sexual orientation as protected categories. Staff are 
expected to use student selected names and pronouns beginning in PreK with no parent opt out 
option. While there is no formal LGBTQ curriculum in early grades, inclusive terms may be used 
during guidance sessions or announcements. Parents with traditional values may want to clarify 
how these policies are applied at the classroom level 

5. Bathroom Policy and Privacy 
Restrooms are gender segregated with separate facilities for boys and girls. Hallways and shared 
spaces are monitored by staff. No shared or gender neutral bathrooms are in use. Parents can 
request a campus tour if needed 

6. Recent Issues of Note 
There are no recent publicized incidents of safety or misconduct. Attendance is stable, with no 
confirmed chronic absenteeism figures above typical thresholds 

7. Parent Engagement and Communication 
Parents are encouraged to join the PTA, attend family nights, participate in workshops, and 
volunteer at school events. Communication occurs through newsletters, parent portals, and 
bilingual updates. Most families report positive interaction with staff and feel welcomed 

8. Parent Concerns and Suggested Actions 
Families with traditional or faith based values may wish to consider: 
• How gender identity policies are explained to younger students 
• Support structures for students who need academic help 
• Methods used to inform parents about behavior or performance issues 
• Ways to be involved in school events and decision making 

Recommended next steps for parents: 
• Tour the school and meet staff before enrollment 
• Attend school events to observe the environment and culture 
• Ask for the parent handbook detailing discipline, identity, and academic policies 
• Stay updated on your child’s performance and maintain regular teacher communication 

 

Final Rating: 4 out of 10 
Policy Environment 2 
District identity policies begin in PreK without a parent opt out option 
School Practice 6 
Academic programs and enrichment are solid and supported by intervention services 
Classroom Exposure 4 



3 
 

No structured identity teaching but inclusive language may be used 
Community Culture 6 
Strong communication and family engagement are present in a welcoming environment 

 

Final Summary for Parents 
Miami Heights Elementary offers stable academics, enrichment opportunities, and a family 
friendly atmosphere. While district identity policies are applied from early grades, the school 
maintains gender specific bathrooms and does not implement a formal identity curriculum for 
younger students. Parents seeking a traditional environment should meet with staff to confirm 
how classroom practices align with their values. 

 


