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Community Report on Perrine Academy of the Arts 

A Traditional Parent’s Perspective on School Policies and Environment 

 

Perrine Academy of the Arts serves students from PreK through Fifth Grade in Palmetto Bay. 
The school enrolls approximately 410 students with a student teacher ratio of about fifteen to 
one. Academic performance is near district average, with around 48 percent proficiency in math 
and 47 percent in reading. From a traditional or faith based perspective the school receives a 
rating of 4.5 out of 10 due to moderate academic outcomes and district wide gender identity 
policies that may concern some families. 

 

School Contact Information 
School Name 
Perrine Academy of the Arts 
Address 
8851 Southwest 168th Street 
Palmetto Bay FL 33157 
Phone 
305 235 2442 
Grades 
PreK to Fifth Grade 
District 
Miami Dade County Public Schools 

 

1. Student Demographics and Support Services 
• The student body is approximately 76 percent Black, 20 percent Hispanic, 3 percent White, 
and 1 percent multiracial 
• Around 85 percent of students qualify for free or reduced price lunch 
Support services include gifted education, special education, Title I academic supports, 
counseling, and arts based enrichment opportunities 

2. Academic Standing and Programs 
• Math proficiency is about 48 percent and reading proficiency around 47 percent 
• The school specializes in the visual and performing arts including music, dance, theater, and 
art integration across subjects 
• Instruction includes differentiated support, test preparation, and extended day tutoring 

3. Facilities and Learning Environment 
The campus features an auditorium, music and art rooms, outdoor play areas, and standard 
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classrooms. Arts focused spaces are central to the school identity. Safety measures are in place 
for arrivals, dismissals, and events 

4. Values and Policy Environment 
District guidelines require recognition of student selected gender identity and pronouns starting 
in PreK with no parental opt out. While LGBTQ topics are not formally taught in early grades, 
inclusive references may occur during counseling or peer interactions. Families with traditional 
views may wish to clarify specific classroom practices 

5. Bathroom Policy and Privacy 
Restrooms are separated by gender and monitored by staff. No coed or gender neutral 
bathrooms are in use. Safety in hallways and shared areas is supported through supervision and 
staff protocols 

6. Recent Issues of Note 
There are no major incidents or disciplinary issues publicly reported. Academic progress is 
stable but not exceptional. Chronic absenteeism figures are not clearly published. Continued 
district monitoring focuses on academic growth and community support 

7. Religious Practices 
There are no documented conflicts involving religious practices. Students are allowed to engage 
in personal religious expression during non instructional times such as lunch or recess. There 
are no known objections by staff to student prayer or religious attire 

8. Parent Engagement and Communication 
Families can participate in parent teacher conferences, arts performances, school advisory 
committees, and family nights. Communication is provided through phone alerts, email, and 
bilingual messages. Some parents have expressed a desire for more consistent follow up on 
academic concerns 

9. Parent Concerns and Suggested Actions 
Families with traditional or religious values may wish to consider: 
• Clarifying how gender identity policies are applied in early grades 
• Reviewing academic support services available for struggling students 
• Observing how arts integration affects classroom routines 
• Verifying space and time for religious expression if applicable 

Recommended next steps for parents: 
• Schedule a tour and speak with administration about curriculum and policies 
• Request academic progress updates early in the year 
• Attend student performances and parent nights for community insight 
• Review the student handbook and stay informed on district wide changes 
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Final Rating: 4.5 out of 10 
Policy Environment 2 
Mandatory recognition of gender identity from PreK without parent opt out 

School Practice 5 
Balanced arts and academics but only average performance outcomes 

Classroom Exposure 4 
Inclusive language may appear in counseling or daily conversation without structured 
instruction 

Community Culture 7 
Strong engagement through arts events and a positive school culture with room to improve 
academic focus 

 

Final Summary for Parents 
Perrine Academy of the Arts provides a supportive environment that emphasizes creativity 
through music, dance, and visual arts. Academic results are moderate and gender identity 
policies follow district mandates without opt out options. Religious expression is allowed during 
free periods. Families are encouraged to visit the school, clarify expectations, and participate in 
both the academic and arts aspects of their child’s education. 


