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Community Report on Riverside Elementary School 

A Traditional Parent’s Perspective on School Policies and Environment 

 

Riverside Elementary School serves students from PreK through Fifth Grade in Miami, Florida. 
The school has an enrollment of approximately 490 students with a student teacher ratio of 
about fifteen to one. Academic proficiency is developing, with around 43 percent of students 
proficient in math and 40 percent in reading. From a traditional or faith-based perspective, the 
school receives a rating of 5 out of 10, reflecting a structured learning environment and 
bilingual programming, alongside district identity policies that may not align with all family 
values. 

 

School Contact Information 
School Name 
Riverside Elementary School 
Address 
1190 SW 2nd Street 
Miami FL 33130 
Phone 
305 325 1930 
Grades 
PreK to Fifth Grade 
District 
Miami Dade County Public Schools 

 

1. Student Demographics and Support Services 
• The student body is approximately 96 percent Hispanic, 3 percent African American, and 1 
percent other groups 
• Over 95 percent of students qualify for free or reduced price lunch 
Support services include bilingual education, Title I funded tutoring, exceptional student 
education (ESE), counseling, and reading recovery interventions 

2. Academic Standing and Programs 
• Math proficiency is approximately 43 percent and reading proficiency around 40 percent 
• Bilingual instruction and English Language Learner support are core parts of the curriculum 
• Intervention blocks, i-Ready diagnostics, and after-school tutoring are used to improve student 
achievement 
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3. Facilities and Learning Environment 
The campus features basic classroom spaces, a library, outdoor activity areas, and visual 
reminders of behavior expectations. Safety procedures are in place for arrival and dismissal, and 
teachers emphasize structure and respect in the learning environment 

4. Values and Policy Environment 
The district enforces policies that recognize gender identity and sexual orientation as protected 
categories. Staff must use student-chosen names and pronouns beginning in PreK, without a 
parent opt-out. Although there is no formal LGBTQ curriculum at this level, inclusive terms may 
be used in classroom dialogue or guidance activities. Parents with traditional values are advised 
to meet with school staff to clarify how these policies are applied day-to-day 

5. Bathroom Policy and Privacy 
Restrooms are separated by gender, with distinct boys’ and girls’ facilities. No gender-neutral or 
shared restrooms are publicly indicated for students. Staff supervise transitions during school 
hours and maintain safety throughout the day 

6. Recent Issues of Note 
No major incidents of misconduct, violence, or safety concerns have been publicly reported. 
Chronic absenteeism data is not available for this school. Reviews highlight a friendly and 
dedicated staff, though academic achievement remains a challenge district-wide 

7. Religious Practices 
There are no reports of religious opposition or conflict. Students may pray or reflect silently 
during non-instructional time. Religious attire is allowed, and no incidents of anti-religious 
ideology or restriction have been documented 

8. Parent Engagement and Communication 
Parent involvement is encouraged through school events, workshops, conferences, and 
newsletters provided in English and Spanish. While communication is generally consistent, some 
parents report delays in academic updates or difficulty reaching staff 

9. Parent Concerns and Suggested Actions 
Families with traditional or faith-based perspectives may wish to consider: 
• Whether staff implementation of identity policies aligns with family beliefs 
• Available support for students falling behind in core subjects 
• How religious practices are respected on campus 
• Consistency and responsiveness of school communication 

Recommended next steps for parents: 
• Request a school tour and speak with the principal about values and policies 
• Attend family events to observe the school’s approach to community and instruction 
• Review the school handbook and ask specific questions about identity and discipline practices 
• Monitor your child's academic data and engage with teachers consistently 
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Final Rating: 5 out of 10 
Policy Environment 3 
District identity policies apply from early grades without a parent opt-out option 

School Practice 5 
Strong staff support and structured learning, but academic performance is developing 

Classroom Exposure 4 
Students may encounter inclusive terms or guidance discussions in informal settings 

Community Culture 7 
Welcoming and respectful tone, with consistent staff presence and bilingual outreach 

 

Final Summary for Parents 
Riverside Elementary offers a supportive and structured learning environment with a focus on 
bilingual education and community involvement. Academic results are still developing, and the 
school follows district-wide identity policies that begin in early grades. No restrictions on 
religious practice have been reported. Families are encouraged to visit the school, speak with 
staff, and ensure that school practices align with their values and expectations. 


