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Community Report on Rockway Elementary School

A Traditional Parent’s Perspective on School Policies and Environment

Rockway Elementary School serves students from PreK through Fifth Grade in Miami, Florida.
The school enrolls approximately 500 students with a student teacher ratio of about fifteen to
one. Academic performance is above average, with about 66 percent proficiency in math and 62
percent in reading. From a traditional or faith-based perspective, the school receives a rating of
6.5 out of 10, supported by strong academics and clear communication, though district identity
policies may not align with all family values.

School Contact Information
School Name

Rockway Elementary School
Address

9363 SW 32nd Street
Miami FL 33165

Phone

305 221 8752

Grades

PreK to Fifth Grade

District

Miami Dade County Public Schools

1. Student Demographics and Support Services

* The student population is approximately 93 percent Hispanic, 5 percent White, and 2 percent
other racial groups

e Around 74 percent of students qualify for free or reduced price lunch

Support services include gifted programs, English language learner support, special education,
reading intervention, and after-school tutoring

2. Academic Standing and Programs

* Math proficiency stands at approximately 66 percent and reading at 62 percent

e The school provides STEM enrichment, computer lab access, art and music programs, and
academic competitions

e Title | funding supports supplemental instruction in core subjects

3. Facilities and Learning Environment
The campus includes updated classrooms, a media center, outdoor playgrounds, and science
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labs. Safety is reinforced through staff supervision, visitor protocols, and structured arrival and
dismissal. School events foster student engagement and family involvement

4. Values and Policy Environment

The school adheres to district guidelines protecting gender identity and sexual orientation. Staff
are required to use students’ chosen names and pronouns starting in PreK. Parents cannot opt
out of these identity-related policies. While no formal LGBTQ curriculum is used in early grades,
inclusive language may appear in counseling or classroom discussions. Families who hold
traditional values are advised to review these policies with school leaders

5. Bathroom Policy and Privacy

Student restrooms are designated by gender with separate facilities for boys and girls. There are
no reported gender-neutral or shared multi-user restrooms. Hallways and restroom areas are
supervised for safety. Parents may request a school tour to review facilities

6. Recent Issues of Note

There have been no major publicized incidents of misconduct or safety concerns. Chronic
absenteeism is not prominently reported and appears to be within average range. The school
continues to focus on academic growth and community building

7. Religious Practices

No conflicts related to religious expression have been reported. Students may pray or observe
religious practices during non-instructional times. There is no evidence of staff or administration
discouraging religious activity

8. Parent Engagement and Communication

Parents are actively involved through PTA events, parent-teacher conferences, and volunteer
opportunities. Communication is consistent via emails, bilingual flyers, school apps, and the
parent portal. Staff are generally responsive to inquiries and concerns

9. Parent Concerns and Suggested Actions

Families with traditional or faith-based views may consider:

* How identity and pronoun use policies are applied in early grades

* The strength of support services for students needing help academically

e Whether religious expression is respected in practice as well as policy

* How the school handles curriculum transparency and parent communication

Recommended next steps for parents:

e Schedule a school tour and speak with the principal about values and policies

» Review the student handbook for identity, discipline, and academic expectations

e Join PTA or attend school events to understand community culture

¢ Maintain ongoing communication with teachers to track academic and social progress



Final Rating: 6.5 out of 10
Policy Environment 5
District policies on gender identity apply from PreK without parental opt-out

School Practice 7
Above average academics, supportive learning environment, and strong extracurriculars

Classroom Exposure 5
Students may encounter inclusive language in various settings though no formal LGBTQ
instruction exists in lower grades

Community Culture 9
Active parent involvement, clear communication, and a welcoming atmosphere contribute
positively to school culture

Final Summary for Parents

Rockway Elementary School offers strong academics, attentive staff, and opportunities for family
involvement. The school follows district-wide identity policies starting in PreK, which may not
align with all families’ values. Religious expression is permitted and no conflicts have been
reported. Parents are encouraged to engage early with school leadership, review policy
documents, and remain involved in their child’s educational journey.



